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SUB J : KEREKOU RETURNS FROM TRIP TO "FRIENDLY' 1 COUNTRIES 

1 . PRESIDENT KEREKOU AND HIS ENTOURAGE RETURNED TO COTONOU 
JULY 25 AFTER VISITING NORTH KOREA, CHINA, ROMANIA, ALGERIA 
AND A BRIEF STOPOVER IN SOMALIA AND NIGER EN ROUTE. THE TRIP, 

HE SAID, PROVED BENIN HAS CHOSEN THE RIGHT PATH (I.E. MARXIST- 
LENINISM). HE CLAIMED TO HAVE ACHIEVED HIS OBJECTIVE OF MAKING 
THE BENINESE REVOLUTION KNOWN TO THE "PROGRESSIVE" COUNTRIES OF 
ASIA, EUROPE AND AFRICA. DETAILS OF THE JOURNEY ARE TO BE MADE 
PUBLIC AT A LATER DATE BY INFORMATION, INTERIOR AND SECURITY 
MINISTER AZONHIHO. 

2. COMMENT: THE PRESIDENT S AIRPORT REMARKS WERE NOT IN THE 
USUAL KEREKOU STYLE. THEY SEEMED TO LACK HIS CUSTOMARY 
VERVE. SOME OBSERVERS ATTRIBUTE THIS TO FATIGUE. HOWEVER 
IF HE HAD ACHIEVED WHAT WE CONSIDER HIS TRUE OBJECTIVES OF 
NEW AID FROM HIS SOCIALIST BROTHERS, HIS STYLE WOULD REQUIRE 
THAT HE LAUD HIS SUCCESS. WE BELIEVE THAT THE DETAILS FORTH- 
COMING FROM AZONHIHO WILL BE MERELY A BLOW-BY-BLOW 
ACCOUNT OF THE TRIP WITH A FAIR SHARE OF PRAISE FOR THE REC- 
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